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· Kudos to Newt Gingrich who, on Friday, forcefully warned any of the President’s foes – domestic, political, or foreign – not to mistake a family squabble with a lack of resolve to stand as one when attacked from the outside as we were in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam. 

· Taking a different slant on the terrorism at the embassies:  The current system of international diplomacy stems from a day when Ambassadors and embassies were the only link between countries.  Messages from, say, China to England took months, if not years, to make a round trip.  Movement of diplomatic personnel, via the same boats, trains and caravans, took the same amount of time.

· The current system of Embassies, consulates, and missions has not changed much since Benjamin Franklin was appointed America’s first diplomat and Thomas Jefferson our first Secretary of State.

· My question is this:  In an age when communications between any two points on the earth takes milliseconds, and when travelling between any two points takes no more than hours, are physical embassies in each foreign capital city necessary?  

· Without in any way diminishing the value of work done by those in the embassies attacked on Friday and their colleagues around the world, what if we went to a series of regional physical embassies to service countries which don’t require a 24 by 7 American presence, and supplement those regional embassies with a “virtual” embassy in each capital connected via phones, internet, satellite, etc.

· Regional activities in West Africa, the Gulf States of the Middle East, Eastern Europe, and Southeast Asia are much more important to US interests than the day-to-day activities in Moldova, or Burkina Faso, or Myanmar.  Currently, 11 Ambassadors are accredited to more than one country.  For example,  Jeanette W. Hyde, Ambassador to Barbados, is also accredited to Antigua and Barbuda; Dominica; Grenada; St. Kitts and Nevis; St. Lucia; and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 

· Secretary of State Madeline Albright said on Meet the Press that we have 280 stations around the world.  We can’t possibly need that many physical sites.  We can’t possibly defend that many physical sites.  

· As we move into the 21st century the United States should lead the way in dismantling the 17th century system of one-to-one embassies, utilize the new technologies, and move to a new diplomatic paradigm.

· Speaking of Myanmar, which used to be called Burma, the NY Times’ Sunday editions headlines a story thus: “Burma Crackdown Anniversary Passes Quietly Without Protest.” The body of the story refers to the country as Myanmar but describes its capital city as “the Burmese capital of Yangon, once known as Rangoon…” The dateline on the Seth Mydans piece is: “Bangkok, Thailand”  I wonder why it didn’t read, “Bangkok, Siam” 

· Courtesy of a reporter, one Bill/Monica hit:  Former UN Ambassador Bill Richardson is the only person in the world who has negotiated with both Saddam Hussein AND Monica Lewinsky.
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