Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· Washington Post front page subhead:  “Witness [Monica] Slips by a Stampede of Journalists, Gawkers at ‘Monica Beach’”

· For the record, the term “Monica Beach” was invented here at GOPAC by our very excellent professional phrase-maker Kelly Owens.  We appeared at Monica Beach yesterday to provide, free, 20 gallons of lemonade to the working press, non-working press, gawkers, and tourists.  Notwithstanding some waggish comments regarding the source of funding for the lemonade, not one reporter turned down a drink.  Video at 11.

· In addition to GOPAC, there were some 150 reporters, technicians, and camera people watching the entrance doors at a cost of approximately $8,500 per hour.  There were 30 satellite trucks peering into the sky at the rate of $75,000 per day; and, 46 TV news cameras and 32 still cameras on stands valued at approximately $3.8 million.   

· And, sadly, one girl named Monica.

· Reports were swirling around the Hill yesterday that Minority Leader Dick Gephardt had issued orders forbidding Democrats to go on camera regarding the Monica/Bill activity.

· So, in spite of his lofty comments following the meeting with the President, Gephardt is admitting that Bill Clinton is radioactive and, as the House heads home for the August recess,  he wants to keep his troops from making the potentially fatal mistake of being seen as standing too close to Clinton.

· Another sign of the millennium:  I agree with Al Hunt’s column in Thursday’s Wall Street Journal on why the Democrats will suffer losses in both the House and the Senate this November.  On the scandal:  “As sordid details emerge and the unseemliness becomes more apparent, the political effect will be to deter Democratic voters, not Republican ones…”  

· For the second time in three days a Clinton Administration official used the word “principle” to explain why they would not come clean on some important issue.  Yesterday it was Janet Reno who is desperately searching for some reason to ignore the advice of the Director of the FBI and the advice of her lead investigator to appoint an independent counsel to look into illegalities in the Clinton/Gore fund raising activities.  This, after a House Committee voted to hold her in contempt of Congress for refusing to turn over sections of the memos the two men wrote to her.

· At Barry Toiv’s press briefing yesterday the White House press corps was complaining that the President is being isolated from the media.  At a ceremony yesterday the Marine Band was instructed to play very loudly so the press could not ask the President questions.  Here was a brief exchange: 

Q [From Sam Donaldson]:  I mean, you saw [the President] at the end of the ceremony -- he turned to his left and that smart salute to the Marine Band; on cue they began playing as loud as they could -- (laughter) -- which is beautiful music. I mean, you've got these things down pat. 

MR. TOIV: Thank you. 

DONALDSON: It's all sort of sad.

· Like one girl named Monica.

-- END --
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