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· I am normally very understanding of the need for Presidential vacations, Presidential weekends off, or even Presidential naps.  
· It’s a tough job and there is always someone, somewhere doing something illegal, dangerous, and/or stupid somewhere on the planet that demands your attention.

· Having written that, I am becoming increasingly irritated with the fact that the total Obama campaign strategy is:  Destroy Romney personally.

· There is an old saying that goes something like:  
“If you can’t win on the facts, argue the law.  If you can’t win on the law, call your opponent names.” 

· The Obama campaign can’t win on the facts;  The economic situation is what it is and it is not good.  They can’t win on the law;  about the only thing they’ve gotten passed is Health Care and you know how popular that is.  

· So, they are reduced to the third option:  Calling their opponent names.

· Romney the maybe job outsourcer.  Romney the maybe tax evader.  Romney the too rich guy.  Romney the manipulator of Winter Olympics.  Romney the … (pick one).

· In short, they got nothin’.  
· The national press corps – which has by no means given Obama a free ride – still buys into the Obama campaign’s act.  They treat campaign advisor David Axelrod like he is delivering tablets from the Mount each and every Sunday.  

· They also buy into the “Romney the …” bit.  I had a reporter call recently suggesting that the reason Romney won’t release 5-10-20 years of tax returns is because there might be some years when he didn’t pay any taxes.

· I said that was an assumption he was not allowed to make.  Or, if he <i>did</i> want to make that assumption he had to assume that Obama won’t release his college records because he never actually accumulated enough hours to graduate but was waived through the system into law school.

· A long silence was followed by, “… well.”

· Sauce for the goose and all that.

· There was a small item this week that Obama was meeting with his Cabinet.  Not a big deal, except this was only the second time in 2012 he felt the need to have a Cabinet meeting. 
· Before you get all huffy about how many Cabinet Meetings did George W. hold in his re-election year, I checked with people who worked in the White House back then.

· The answer is six, which was about average over the course of his Presidency. 
· I understand this is only the end of July, so Obama might hold four more Cabinet meetings before the end of the year, but to misquote Grantland Rice, that’s not the way to bet.

· The Obama campaign has had its collective knickers in such a twist over Obama’s “you didn’t build that” line that we have to believe it hurt even as the campaign claims it was taken out of context.

· The Republican National Committee has a YouTube video titled, “The More Context You Get, the Worse it Sounds.”  Ok, doesn’t exactly trip off the tongue but it’s on YouTube.

· The reason the Obama is reacting so strongly can be found in Gallup data released yesterday that show Obama’s standing among business owners is 35 percent approve while 59 percent disapprove.

· The highest approval group for Obama are professionals who approve by a 52-43 margin.  Not exactly a landslide, but way better than -24.

· As to Mitt Romney’s opening day as an international traveler; he did say that the threats of strikes by immigration agents and customs officials were “disconcerting” but I don’t believe Romney’s Salt Lake City Olympics ever confused the flag of South Korea with that of North Korea as the Brits did before a soccer match Wednesday in Scotland.
· Nevertheless it might have been better for him to have said, “I know a little about organizing an Olympics.  A million things CAN go wrong; some things DO go wrong; but I have complete confidence that the London Games will be terrific.”
· He didn’t, and we’ll have to wait to find out how (or whether) Romney was briefed for his meetings in London.
· As for Obama, he still won’t have the facts or the law on his side so he’s reduced to calling his opponent names.

· The most famous stanza of one of Grantland Rice’s poems should be hung on the walls of the White House and the campaign headquarters in Chicago:

For when the One Great Scorer comes

To mark against your name,

He writes - not that you won or lost -

But how you played the Game.

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_07-27-12.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> today:  Pretty good stuff including, the official “guidance” for the President’s schedule yesterday, the list of W’s Cabinet meetings in his first term; a link to Grantland Rice’s bio and to the RNC ad about the context of the “You Didn’t Build That” remark.  Also the link to the Gallup data on Obama approval by group.
An uninspired Mullfoto and a modestly interesting Catchy Caption of the day round out the SDR.
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