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· Rep. Barney Frank compared Ken Starr to Captain Ahab who is “after the White Whale” yesterday on Meet.  Ok, let me understand this.  If Ken Starr is Ahab, then wasn’t he calling Bill Clinton a White Whale?  

· Senior White House advisor Paul Begala spent 12 minutes on Fox attacking Trent Lott but never mentioned Newt Gingrich until asked about him by Juan Williams.  At that point Begala spoke glowingly of the Speaker and his remarks last week in support of the new anti-drug media blitz.

· Begala changed the Clinton Administration mantra from the Republican “Do Nothing Congress” to the Republican “Kill Everything Congress.”  The panel insisted on reminding Paul about the balanced budget, tax cuts, decrease in the capital gains holding period, re-organization of the IRS, and the coming debate and vote for patient protection.  Yeah.  Well.  Still.

· Paul Begala is saying good things about Newt Gingrich and Barney Frank is calling Bill Clinton a Whale.  Talk about a Y2K bug.  

· Linda Tripp’s attorneys, fanning out to the Sunday shows, said factually on both Fox and Meet that Monica had asked Tripp to lie that Monica tried to have Linda “commit crimes.”

· Abner Mikva, Chicago Democrat, former Member of Congress, former federal judge, and former White House counsel for Bill Clinton showed us where he came from.  In a discussion with Georgetown Law Professor Jonathan Turley, Mikva, unable to debate Turley successfully on the issues,  returned to his Chicago roots by launching a mean, petty, and personal attack on the Professor.  This, after Turley had described himself as a Democrat, from Chicago, who had once volunteered on one of Mikva’s campaigns.  

· While American Sunday morning talk shows were consumed with the relative truthfulness of Bill Clinton, Linda Tripp, and Monica Lewinsky; Japan was sliding closer and closer to economic and political collapse with the loss in their Parliamentary elections by the ruling party of Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto.  

· Overnight Hashimoto resigned saying the lack of movement in the Japanese economy was all his fault and ``I'm responsible for all that happened, and my ability was not sufficient.”  Imagine a certain White Whale in the White House saying anything like that?  Ever?

· France won the World Cup in soccer, beating favored Brazil 3-0.  Good.  I can’t think of a better country to represent the sheer excitement that is international soccer.  My son called to say that a sport in which a team scores once every thirty minutes does not make you sit on the edge of your seat waiting for a late-game comeback.

· Why do American sportscasters insist upon reciting scores like the France-Brazil final as “Three-nil?”  That’s like a person who goes to London for a week’s vacation and “rings you up” to tell you the “lift” to their “flat” is broken.  Lose it. 
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