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· Watching President Clinton’s arrival ceremony in Xian, China I sort of pined for a return to the likes of Donald Segretti.  Back in the day, the President’s first words in Chinese would have translated to “Ich bin as ein student standing before a tank.”

· Sitting at my desk I heard Candy Crowley of CNN, in a package regarding the state of US-Sino relationships, say of the Chinese:  “They’re not an enemy, but they’re not a friend, either.”  I looked up at the TV thinking President Clinton had stopped in France.

· More on the special election in New Mexico on Tuesday:  First Lady Hillary Clinton said it was a referendum on Newt Gingrich a claim which was widely reported until Republican Heather Wilson won after which the fact that an election even took place was pretty much ignored.  Here is the Linda Tripp of a short conversation between two of GOPAC’s excellent staff members as they arrived for work on Wednesday morning: 

Staff Member 1:  Did we win in New Mexico last night?

Staff Member 2:  There wasn’t anything about it on the Today show this morning so we must have.

· Speaker Gingrich, the day after he won election to his second seat in the US House of Representatives in the New Mexico special, introduced a capital gains tax rate reduction bill.  The Washington Post, put its own spin on the proposed tax cut by quoting the following:  The  head of the “labor-funded Center for Tax Justice,” a “Brookings Institution economist,” a person from the “liberal Center on Budget and Policy Priorities” and unnamed staffers from the “Congress's Joint Committee on Taxation.”  Not surprisingly, all said Newt’s claims of a continued strong economy by cutting taxes were wrong.  We will, I think safely, surmise the unnamed committee sources are on the Democratic staff.

· Bad news for people who might know something about the current Clinton scandals.  The Supreme Court ruled attorney-client privilege continues to exist past the death of the client.  A lot of Clinton insiders were counting on the Supreme Court to protect them by saying the privilege only existed so long as they remained alive.

· Stop the Presses!  Saddam Hussein was lying about putting deadly nerve gas on missile warheads.  Who would have believed it?  While Republicans on Capitol Hill have been complaining about this for months, the Administration has been backing aircraft carriers out of the region like the attendant in a parking garage looking for an extra tip.

· Andrea Mitchell of NBC news, cranky about having been left in Washington while Geraldo Rivera was sent to China to cover the President, said Tuesday Republicans on the Hill were “hypocritical” for having sent a letter to the White House regarding Saddam’s continued lack cooperation.  Andrea. Darling.  Go to an expensive Chinese restaurant, have a nice meal, make believe you’re on the trip, and charge it to Geraldo’s expense account.

-- END --
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