Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· Want to know why Republicans sometimes look sideways at reporters?  I got a call about a week ago from a reporter.  The conversation went approximately thus: 

-- Reporter:  “Rich, I’ve been looking through GOPAC’s FEC reports.

-- Rich:  “Yes?”

-- Reporter: “I notice payments to ‘Trainers.’

-- Rich:  “Yes?”

-- Reporter: “Are these payments by GOPAC for personal trainers to help you with your cardiac rehabilitation?

-- Rich:  “Are you serious?”

-- Reporter: “Yes.”

-- Rich:  “You  %@#$& idiot.  GOPAC does seminars all over the country for state and local candidates.  TRAINING seminars.  We pay the TRAINERS a small honorarium.  That’s what is reflected in our FEC report.

-- Reporter:  “Boy, it’s a good thing I called to check on this before I went with it.”

-- Rich:  “Yes.”

· This is but one example of a reporter – in this case a pretty decent reporter – looking at perfectly innocent information and drawing the most damaging and hurtful possible conclusion from it.  Get me Mike McCurry on the phone.

· There is a good analysis by CeCi Connolly on the battle for the House this fall.  In this oddest of all election years there will be a district-by-district fight.  A most important point made by Democrats as well as Republicans:  There is almost no chance of the Democrats regaining the House.  The other good news:  Unlike 1994, the Democrats will not sneak up on the GOP in 1998.  Get me Charlie Cook on the phone.

· The New Republic magazine, recently in the news itself for its thin fact checking procedures, again demonstrated the difference between the way Liberals view the world and the way Conservatives view it.  In its TRB column this week NR takes Speaker Newt Gingrich to task for this position on the budget surplus. “You can't have that kind of money sitting in Washington without the liberals spending it,"  NR quotes the Speaker.  Then it goes on to say that “this is actually just Newt's coy way of saying he wants to spend the surplus himself.”  The “spending” the New Republic is concerned about?  “Tax cuts, highways, debt reduction, and personal retirement accounts.”  We can’t have politicians “spending” the surplus on tax cuts.  We should “invest” it on new government programs.  New [Republic] Speak.  Get me George Orwell on the phone.

· Having sent shutters through cyberspace once by launching anti-trust attacks on Microsoft, the crack Clinton Administration Justice Department is now preparing to go after Intel.  Does this mean China has its chip manufacturing industry ready to roll?  Get me Charlie Trie on the phone – the PRIVATE phone.

-- END --
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