Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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· Arizona Senator John McCain on Barry Goldwater on This Week:  “The legacy of Barry Goldwater is that you can stand up for principles and at the same time disagree with sometimes the majority of your party, and you can leave a legacy of integrity and decency and honesty that will live for a long time. Barry Goldwater wrote a chapter in American history. The rest of us are footnotes.”

· Strobe “Light” Talbot, Assistant Secretary of State, yesterday on Meet the Press in essence denied that there is a country called China, denied that there is a company called Loral, denied that there is an organization called the Democratic National Committee, and denied that there ever existed a political committee called Clinton/Gore ’96.  He wasn’t asked, but he would have probably also denied that there was ever a Secretary of State named Warren Christopher who objected to the technology transfer to the, um, Chinese if they HAD existed.

· Former Vice President Dan Quayle’s rebuttal to the Democrats yesterday on Fox News Sunday was succinct and to the point:  The Bush Administration never gave control of technology transfers from Defense to Commerce;  The Bush campaign never took money from the People’s Liberation Army of China; The Clinton/Gore campaign – not the Dole/Kemp campaign – was totally focused on raising campaign funds which led to this, as well as other, excesses.

· Some 2,700 people marched through the streets of Hong Kong to protest the June 4, 1989 massacre in Tiananmen Square in Beijing.  Unfortunately there are no reports that White House advance teams were there to recycle the signs for use during President Clinton’s trip to China later this month.

· Time Magazine is reporting the President will not agree to voluntarily testify before the Monica Lewinsky Grand Jury.  The President’s supporters say he has the same rights as every American against self-incrimination. However, he has certain advantages that the rest of Americans don’t have.  John Gotti, as an example, did not get very far trying to invoke the Godfather Privilege protecting his conversations with his consigliere or his top capos.

· The AP has reported that President Clinton, next week, will endorse the use of statistical sampling as a way to “supplement the door-to-door count in the 2000 census.”  Statisticians disagree on whether  sampling makes for a more or less accurate result, but every politician agrees if these guys are handed burglar’s tools they are absolutely capable of putting on sneakers, masks, and at least casing the joint.

· On top of everything else, the Spice Girls are breaking up.  Geri Halliwell, who is known professionally as “Ginger Spice” has decided to leave the group and pursue a solo career.  Look for Ginger Spice to provide the entertainment at the Lippo-sponsored State Dinner for the new Indonesian Prime Minister.  
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