Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider

From:
Rich Galen

To:
Usual Suspects

Re:
Meet Me in the Sauna and Be Quiet About It

Date:
Wednesday May 27, 1998

· The NY Times, in a piece by Robert Pear, reports that former welfare recipients “stay on the job longer, with less turnover, than other employees.”   Remember the Liberal hand wringing about why welfare recipients needed to stay on welfare forever?  Remember the Conservative view that we needed to break the cycle of welfare? This story would never have been written if the Democrats controlled Congress.

· Here’s another story which would not have been written.  President Clinton is crowing about a budget surplus of $39 Billion for fiscal 1998.  It must be the result of those huge tax increases that Clinton and the Democratic-controlled House and Senate passed in the first two years of the Clinton Presidency.  It has nothing to do with the tax cuts enacted – over the objections of the Democrats – by the GOP Congresses since.

· The London Financial Times reported Friday that the Chinese are balking at signing on to the “Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) an international grouping which seeks to halt the spread of missile technology.”  What a surprise.  Look for ads in Roll Call and The Hill by Loral and Hughes defending the Chinese position.

· Secretary of State Madeline Albright has stepped into a dispute over whether or not Finland can ship 30,000 tons of barley to the U.S.  Look for Finnish-surnamed people to begin lobbing large checks over the transom of the Democratic National Committee.  Look for Lutefisk to begin appearing on the menu at the White House Mess.  So much for that pesky China/Loral problem.

· State Department Spokesman, James Rubin, meanwhile announced he was “stunned” by a report in Saturday’s Washington Post which reported that Speaker Gingrich, in a private meeting, may have said Secretary Albright was acting as an agent for the Palestinians when she demanded that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu accept the Arafat proposal for troop withdrawals.  We don’t know that the Speaker said any such thing, but even if he did does “acting AS an agent” mean the same thing as “acting LIKE an agent?” Why did the Administration react so strongly?

· Meanwhile, Speaker Gingrich spoke to the Israeli Knesset Monday and two Arab Members stormed out.  Question of the week:  What do members of the Knesset and members of the New Hampshire legislature have in common?  Answer:  a huge majority of both bodies stayed to hear Gingrich’s remarks and applauded him when he was finished.

· Check out the Wall Street Journal editorial on California’s proposition 226 – which would require the permission of union members before their leaders could use dues for political purposes.

· Dreadful Pun of the Month:  Mayor of Washington, DC, Marion Barry, announced he would not be running for  re-election and blamed the decision, in large part, on the “mean spirited Republican Congress.”  In essence, he was saying: “The rich set me down.”
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