Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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Date:
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______________________________________________________________________________

· Memo to The James:  The Speaker told the truth about an error in judgement and accepted the decision of the House as to the appropriate sanction.  Will you ever be able to say the same about the President?

· Speaking of which, much has been made of Speaker Gingrich’s suggestion that we talk about the alleged crimes which may have been committed by this White House and the Democratic National Committee.  The howls of outrage by the Democrats in Congress are Shakespearean.  Here’s the point:  All these investigations are being conducted because there has been the suggestion of some CRIME having been committed.  No one opens an investigation to see if a scandal should ensue.  

· News Flash:  Dick Gephardt agreed with the Speaker on using at least part of the budget surplus for a tax cut.  Although Gephardt sounded like he had OD’d on Nyquil, he agreed with the substance of a question by Tim Russert that Newt Gingrich was suggesting we use half the surplus for tax cuts.

· Tom DeLay, the Majority Whip, pointed out that Dick Gephardt has not been heard from for four-and-a-half years on the subject of the alleged crimes and now he is the President’s leading defender.  Here’s why:  The Democrats know that the more focused discussion of the issues by the Speaker – No one is above the law and, the people have a right to know the truth – are having, and will continue to have, a positive effect on Republican voters.  

· The Democrats needed someone to get out in front of their troops to defend the President and their only two choices were Dick Gephardt and Al Gore. Dick Gephardt recognized more quickly than Gore that Democratic Primary Voters are supporting the President by something on the order of 93 to 7.  Gephardt wants those voters to identify him with waving the Democratic flag over the barricades.  

· Notwithstanding what his Congressional leader said, The President, at a fund raiser over the weekend which raised about $700,000 in soft money, urged the donors not to succumb to the “easy temptation” of using any part of the $80 billion budget surplus for tax cuts.  Why are we not convinced we need “easy temptation” training from Mr. Clinton?

· SBC and Ameritech are going to merge.  This is like the big bang theory of telecommunications.  Everything blows apart into constituent pieces and then accretes back into one big glob.

· The Jerusalem Post is reporting this morning that a compromise on Israeli withdrawals has all but been worked out and a summit will take place in Washington toward the end of the month.  The paper also quotes Palestinian sources as quoting Yassir Arafat as “criticizing [US] Congressional support of Israel.” Yet another piece of evidence the Speaker is on the right course.
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