Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider

From:
Rich Galen

To:
Usual Suspects

Re:
Darwinism
Date:
Friday May 8, 1998

______________________________________________________________________________

· Senator John Ashcroft on MSNBC last night said the country has gone from George Washington who said “I cannot tell a lie,” to Bill Clinton, who says “I take the Fifth.”  It reminded me of a Mort Sahl line:  “Darwin was wrong.”

· How many times do we have to hear that Speaker Gingrich is demanding honesty from the White House because he is appealing to his base.  Obviously, the Democrats realized the power of the Speaker taking the lead in energizing the GOP and the Democrats realized they had to respond quickly.  They have two choices: Dick Gephardt or Al Gore.  Al has vanished from Washington again, as he does whenever he thinks the President is in trouble, so they trotted Gephardt out to try to energize the Left.  Let’s see who’s going to win this game.

· The Democrats are asking, where ARE the Howard Bakers and the Congressman Bill Cohens of today?  Small point:  Baker and Cohen were Republicans acting in an even-handed manner during the investigation of a Republican President.  I haven’t noticed Dick Gephardt calling for the investigation to move ahead.  And does anyone want to nominate Henry Waxman to play the role of Bill Cohen in the made-for-tv movie?

· The Democrats are complaining about the Speaker going to New Hampshire and asking the legislature there to consider the misdeeds of the White House.  Some 20 Democrats got up and walked out, at least one, apparently, saying Newt was rude.  Excuse me, a State which has as its license plate legend, “Live  Free or Die” does not lead me to believe their sensibilities are easily bruised.

· OK.  The First Lady makes foreign policy which the White House immediately backs away from.  No problem.  But their explanation was that she was being closely questioned by Arab teenagers about the peace process and she let her emotions take over.  This, from a woman who sat through five hours of close questioning by Judge Starr. 

· I don’t know who is right and who is wrong in the Middle East negotiations, however if I were an Israeli and I heard the First Lady’s remarks I might buy the White House explanation.  But if I found out that, for the first time in history a US President chose this moment in time to address the Arab-American Institute, as he did last night, I might – might – think there is a pattern developing.

· Remember when Bill Ginsberg, Monica’s mouthpiece, declared that, because he and Monica are Jewish and because the President has been “good for Israel,” that they were supporters of Clinton’s?  He proved to be every bit as good a foreign policy expert has he is a defense attorney.
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