Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider
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______________________________________________________________________________

· Before we get to the news of the day, thanks to everyone who sent notes, flowers, books, e-mails, and phone calls.  Other than looking like an old stitched up Raggedy Andy doll and missing some stamina I am doing wonderfully.

· Let me say, too, that most people were wrong in their predictions, to wit:  When they cracked open my chest,

-- They didn’t have to turn the lights up in the operating room because it was so black in there;

-- They didn’t decide to use a bile duct instead of other arteries and veins for the bypass; 

-- They didn’t have an argument as to whether my heart was igneous, sedimentary or metamorphic;

-- The thing from “Alien” did not jump out at the surgeons and nurses.

· Missed completely by the weekend talk shows:  Newt Gingrich did a National Town Meeting in Sun City, AZ on Friday night.  Attendance:  6,200.  That’s Six-Thousand-Two-Hundred people to hear and see Newt Gingrich. No other political figure – other than the President – can draw those kinds of numbers.  For those who are thinking about buying into the “Newt is History” model, think again.

· The White House sent a curious group to Meet and This Week on Sunday:  Former White House employees who were free to attack Starr, Gingrich, and Burton but when asked about ANYTHING regarding the President simply said, “Well, I don’t work there any more so I don’t know.”

· Tough week for the White House.  Web Hubble, Monica Lewinsky, Newt Gingrich, and someone allowed the President to wear that horrible green tie – twice!  Was it a secret signal to any Irish reporter to stand on their chair, if necessary, for recognition?

· In addition to The Tie at the press conference, there was another rare miscalculation on the part of the White House Spinsters:  They believed that the public’s distaste for the press corps would make those asking questions about the scandals look bad on TV.  It turned out it looked bad for the President not to answer those questions. 

· Forget about who said what on which tape.  The real news over the weekend was David Johnston’s piece in Sunday’s NY Times which reported Charles LaBella, who was brought in by the Justice Department to oversee the campaign finance investigation of Democrats, is (a) leaving to go back to San Diego, (b) has uncovered new evidence, and (c) had supported the appointment of an independent counsel. 

· Remember several months ago when Louis Freeh, Director of the FBI thought an independent counsel should have been appointed but was rebuffed by Attorney General Janet Reno?  Remember the hissing match?  Remember how Freeh got shut down.  This could be a sequel:  Freeh Louie II.
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