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· Let me start by saying that I like Hillary Rosen.  She’s not a friend of mine, but she is an acquaintance and we have worked together on various projects over the years.
· Let me continue by saying, what she said about Ann Romney was just plain dumb.

· When the story about what she’d said on CNN broke I Tweeted that she made the rookie mistake of thinking she could repeat what she’d said in the Green Room at CNN on the air at CNN.

· I wasn’t there, so I don’t know what she said or didn’t say in the Green Room but it the concept is correct.

· I have spend enough hours in Green Rooms to be able to say I have spent years in Green Rooms.

· A Green Room may or may not be painted green.  According to Wikipedia, the term may harken back to the 16th Century:
“One story is that London's Blackfriars Theatre (1599) included a room behind the scenes; this room happened to be painted green”
· Hence my use of the word, “harken.”  
· In modern parlance a Green Room is where guests on (typically) a TV show gather and chat prior to going on the air.  
· In Cable News time is divided into 4½ minute segments from about 6 AM to 11 PM.  Green Rooms in Washington, DC tend to be populated with people I may have known for 20 or 30 years.

· Paul Begala and I have become actual friends because of the hours we’ve spent together in Green Rooms.  Same for Donna Brazile and Bob Beckel.  James Carville was my backdoor neighbor for years. 

· We don’t agree on politics, but politics is what we do for a living.  Living is what we do the rest of the time.
· Think of it as being a professional football player.

· If you are an Eagle, or a Packer and I am a Redskin or a Cowboy when we are playing each other – when the game clock is on – our jobs are to knock each other on our butts.

· It’s not personal.  It’s what we do.

· When the game is over, one of us feels better than the other because one of us won and one of us lost.  But, the game clock is off and we might go to dinner after the game.  We might have been teammates in college.  We might have been teammates previously in the pros.
· The point is, we don’t carry a grudge after the game is over.  If we talk about the game at all it will be on a very technical level:  “If I had gotten off on my left foot on that third and long in the fourth quarter …”

· That’s how we relate to one another in the Green Room.  We don’t try to convince each other of the virtue of our position over the other; if we talk about politics at all it is on a very technical basis:  “If the President would have made that speech in Sarasota on Tuesday instead of Kansas City on Wednesday …”

· For fans the game is never over.  That’s why talk radio lives.

· In the Green Room we will often talk about what we are going to say on the air, just so we can calibrate the discussion.  The producers have typically emailed us with three or four likely subject areas, so when the host asks a question we are not caught flat footed.
· I will only go on the air with people I know.  Someone who is billed as a “Political Strategist” and whose political background is limited to being a senior staffer on the Ag Committee in the New York State Senate in Albany will not be able to keep up with Brazile, nor Begala.  

· Nor me.
· For the most part we are careful to stay in bounds which is to say, we don’t accuse the other person of having said something different in the Green Room than what he or she is saying on the air.

· Had I been in the Green Room with Hillary Rosen on the evening she said what she did about Mrs. Romney I would have cautioned her about dragging a candidate’s spouse into the debate absent he or she having inserted themselves.

· I don’t know that she would have taken my advice, but I suspect it would have been in the back of her mind when she went on set and she might have softened her statement.

· Green Rooms are interesting places to spend time.
· On the <a href =  “http://www.mullings.com/dr_04-18-12.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> page today:  A link to the Wikipedia entry for “Green Room” as well as an interesting Mullfoto from my visit to the University of Pennsylvania last week.  Also a link to a topic-appropriate ad running in the U.K. in the pre-Olympic period.  
You will not regret the two minutes of your life you spent watching it.
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