Mullings

Mull v. (1) to consider; to ponder. (2) to add spice as to wine or cider

From:
Rich Galen

To:
Usual Suspects

Re:
Maybe They DO Wake Up Every Day . . .

Date:
Wednesday, April 8, 1998

______________________________________________________________________________

· Here’s the lead of a piece about Newt’s book from the Washington Post on Monday:  “There was a moment when House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.) hauled his garbage out to the curb during his ethics crisis in the winter of 1996 and his eyes briefly flickered over to the cameras recording his every move in Marietta. Hundreds of miles away in Washington, Gingrich's longtime political adviser Rich Galen picked up the phone and called his friend, urging him to remain silent.  ‘I saw you look at those microphones -- just stay with it for another week and a half,’ Galen remembered chastising the speaker. ‘He blew his stack.’”

· Pretty strong stuff from the new former executive director of GOPAC, huh?  Here’s what got edited out:  “About eight minutes later, the Speaker called back to tell me I was absolutely right and he thanked me for watching out for his best interests.”  Change the thrust of the anecdote much?  “Editing decision,” I was told when I called to complain.  Tough nuggies.

· Great news from California where Mary Bono won with a larger-than-expected margin in the special election to replace Sonny.  Let’s see if we get the kind of breathless reporting about the size of her victory that Rep. Lois Capps got last month.  GOP insiders were predicting a victory in the mid-50’s, but she apparently won with a margin of about 65% of the vote.  Remember, we are in the majority.  The Democrats have to pick up seats to win.  Playing to a tie is not good enough for them.

· A Protestant friend at a major NY daily holds that when Passover and Easter fall on the same weekend you can get tickets to any Broadway show you want.  “This will be a two-hit weekend,” he said.  Maybe, but it will be a two-hour drive to my aunt and uncle’s house on the Long Island Expressway.

· Majority Leader Dick Armey’s statement in suburban Dallas the other day has been miscast by the media.  He did not call upon the President to resign.  He said “If it were me that had documented personal conduct along the lines of the President's, I would be so filled with shame that I would resign.” 

· In any event, it certainly got in the way of the White House’s Social Security Day strategy.  How many people do you think know what Dick Armey said and how many know what is in the President’s Social Security plan?  And let’s take a pass the cheap jokes about the tent blowing away at the President’s Chicago fundraiser, shall we?

· The United Nations has decided to stick it’s nose into our business by calling on the United States to stop capital punishment.  If they want to see the death penalty in action, move the UN to Texas and wait for the diplomats to block traffic by double- and triple-parking in, say, downtown Houston.

· Patricia Ireland of NOW on the Jones dismissal, via the AP: ``It could be seen as everyone gets one free feel and if the woman says `No,' and you take that, then you're OK,'' she said.  Gloria Steinem – the inventor of the one-free-feel (OFF) defense – would not return phone calls, the piece said.
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