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· I apologize to the good people of the Dallas Morning News for leaving the Gridiron Dinner early on Saturday evening.  I  had an Elizabeth Taylor moment.  Something got stuck in my throat (probably a piece of steak for which, because I'm not supposed to be eating steak in the first place, God was punishing me) and I had to leave.  For punishment I will read the collected plays of Edward Albee.

· President Clinton has invoked the Nixonian theory of executive privilege.  Just like Richard Nixon's guys, the Clinton-team are trying to bar grand jury testimony from the President's advisors on the grounds that national security might be threatened.  I expected, Saturday night, to hear that Janet Reno had been ordered by Erskine Bowles to fire Ken Starr, had refused, and then had resigned in protest.  Just like what happened with the Nixon White House.  As it turned out it was a piece of steak stuck in my throat. 

· Here's why the Presidency is often a trial for the President's party in the Congress: The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee has already been having trouble recruiting candidates.  These unceasing comparisons of Clinton to Nixon will only make it worse:

1. The six-year rule -- the party of the President always loses seats in the mid-term election of the President's second term. Candidates will wait until 2000 when the odds are better;

2. Fund raising -- Democratic challenger and open-seat candidates are staring down the barrel of having to raise over a million dollars in the next seven months only to probably lose (see above);

3. Lack of financial support from the Democratic National Committee -- They won't be able to provide nearly the "party building" support the Republican National Committee will be able to do for GOP House and Senate Candidates;

4. And the specter of another Kathleen Willey -- The President's job approval numbers might be high, but few candidates want to bet their careers on the President's fidelity.

· Gloria Steinham has improved her DQ (Dating Quotient) considerably.  According to her unbelievable piece in Sunday's NY Times: It is OK to grab a woman, put YOUR hand on HER breast, put HER hand on YOUR genitals and kiss HER on the mouth as long as YOU stop when SHE pushes YOU away. 

· The President, leaving for Africa, announced on Sunday that he was appointing Gloria Steinham temporary ambassador to Ghana.

· With the President gone, it's safe for Al Gore to come back to Washington, now.

-- END --
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