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· The President is scheduled to deliver the State of the Union address in the chamber of the U.S. House of Representatives at 9 o’clock tomorrow night.

· I thought that title was soooo clever, until I found an Associated Press story which was headed:

<blockquote><b>At Obama's midpoint, an altered State of the Union </b></blockquote>
· I assume I saw that before I started writing, so I’m crediting the AP.

· If you have trouble getting through to anyone in Your Nation’s Capital today or tomorrow, it is because the lines are being tied up by every lobbyist, every industry association, every labor union, and PR firm trying to find someone – anyone – who can get a treasured word, phrase, or semi-colon into the speech so credit can be claimed, and fees justified.

· Any dial tones which  may be remaining are being grabbed by reporters calling people like me to find out what I think will be, should be, oughtn’t be, and/or won’t be in the President’s address.

· The State of the Union (which insiders refer to as the SOTU) is required by the U.S. Constitution which  in Article II, Section 3 requires:
“He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary”

· George Washington delivered the first such address on January 8, 1790 according to a CNN article.  At that time the U.S. Capitol was in New York City.   CNN also reminds us that the “State of the Union” address was not called that until Franklin D. Roosevelt used that phrase in 1935.  Until then, it was known as the “Annual Message.”
· The Annual Message was delivered in person by John Adams (following Washington’s example) but starting with Thomas Jefferson’s first SOTU in 1801 and ending with William Howard Taft’s last annual report in 1912, the Annual Message was submitted in writing.
· According to notes by historian Gerhard Peters for the American Presidency Project:
· Woodrow Wilson delivered the 1913 message in person until his failing health required the 1921 and 1922 messages to be written.  

· Calvin Coolidge's first (1923) was an oral message but his remaining SOTUs (1924-1928) were submitted in writing as were all four of Herbert Hoover’s reports (1929-1932).  
· Franklin D. Roosevelt established the modern tradition of delivering an oral State of the Union beginning with his first in 1934.  Exceptions include Truman's 1st (1946) and last (1953), Eisenhower's last (1961), Carter's last (1981), and Nixon's 4th (1973).  
· According to the Clerk of the House’s webpage, Lyndon Johnson’s State of the Union address on January 4, 1965 was the first to be televised at night.  Prior to that, Presidents had delivered  the speech during the daytime.

· John Adam’s final message in November, 1800 was the first to be delivered in the new Capitol building in Washington, DC.

· The official opposition response (which began in 1966) will be delivered by House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis).  Those responses are rarely newsworthy unless someone fumbles the ball as Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal did in 2009.  

· Rep. Michelle Bachman has announced she’s delivering her own response as the self-appointed spokesperson for the Tea Partiers.  Sarah Palin, we assume, will respond to the limits of a 140-character Tweet.
· In the continuing era of good feeling inside the Capitol building, a suggestion was made by Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo) that Republicans and Democrats, rather than separating themselves by party, pair up and sit together.

· New York liberal Sen. Chuck Schumer will sit with Oklahoma conservative Sen. Tom Coburn, Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz) will sit with Sen. Tom Udall (D-NM).  The cutest couple (and odds-on favorite for prom king and queen) will be Sen. John Thune (R-SD) and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY).

· On CNN’s Situation Room the other night, debate partner Hillary Rosen suggested the “ultimate same sex couple would be [Majority Leader] Harry Reid (D-Nev) and [Minority Leader] Mitch McConnell (R-Ky) but McConnell said on one of the Sunday shows yesterday he was not joining in on the kumbaya SOTU.
· I had said earlier in the day that the whole thing reminded me of a Woody Allen saying  (misquoting Isiah):  “The lion and the lamb will lie down together … but the lamb won’t get much sleep.”

· On the <a href = “http://www.mullings.com/dr_01-24-11.htm”><b>Secret Decoder Ring</b></a> today:   Links to the AP curtain-raiser, the Clerk of the House page, the historian Peters’ page, and to a backgrounder on Rep. Paul Ryan.
Also a Mullfoto which is pretty good and a side-by-side of Kristen Gillibrand and John Thune.
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